Starting, March 1, 2021
New Material Browsing in the Kimmel Gallery
Limited computer access by appointment only.
Call the Library 402-873-5609 for a 30 minute appointment
on the hour. One computer appointment daily.

Upcoming Events
•

Reserve Materials Online, by Phone or Email

•

Use South Entrance to Pick Up Materials in the South Lobby

Happy St. Patrick Day!
Wednesday, March 17

•

Return all Materials in Outdoor Drop Box

•

All Returned Items Are Quarantined for 7 Day

Due To The
COVID-19
Pandemic
All In Person
Library
Activities and
Public Meetings
Have Been
Cancelled or
Postponed

•

24 Hour Wi-fi Can be Accessed From Our Parking Lot Area

Board Meeting 4:00 pm
Wednesday, March 10

Virtual Program
Offerings are
Highlighted in
Newsletter
LIBRARY HOURS
Mon-Thu 9 am to 6 pm
Fri 9 am to 5 pm

CLOSED
Saturday & Sunday

To ensure social distancing call us with your questions at
402-873-5609 or email mortonjameslibrary@gmail.com

You are invited to join the Morton-James Public Library Book Club.
Book Club meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 2:00 pm. The following books will be discussed in
the coming months. Some of the titles are available in both print and CD. They may also be available
as an ebook through OverDrive. Book Club does not meet during the month of December.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic we do not know when the Library will be open for regular
Book Club meetings. Library staff will continue to set up reserve lists and encourage
members to obtain electronic copies of the monthly titles. We are doing an online Book Club
meeting using Zoom. Details will be emailed and posted on Facebook.
March 16, 2021

April 20, 2021

All the Gallant Men
By Stratton, Donald

Radium Girls
By Kate Moore

Discussion Leader:
Claudette Wielechowski

Discussion Leader:
Sue Miyoshi

At 8:06 a.m. on December 7, 1941, Seaman 1st Class
Donald Stratton was consumed by an inferno. A
million pounds of explosives had detonated beneath
his battle station aboard the USS Arizona, barely
fifteen minutes into Japan’s surprise attack on
American forces at Pearl Harbor. Near death and
burned across two thirds of his body, Don, a nineteenyear-old Nebraskan who had been steeled by the
Great Depression and Dust Bowl, summoned the will
to haul himself hand over hand across a rope tethered
to a neighboring vessel.
In this extraordinary never-before-told eyewitness
account of the Pearl Harbor attack—the only memoir
ever written by a survivor of the USS Arizona—ninetyfour-year-old veteran Donald Stratton finally shares his
unforgettable personal tale of bravery and survival.

The Curies’ newly discovered element of radium
makes gleaming headlines across the nation as the
fresh face of beauty, and wonder drug of the medical
community. Meanwhile, hundreds of girls toil amidst
the glowing dust of the radium-dial factories. The
glittering chemical covers their bodies from head to
toe; they light up the night like industrious fireflies.
These “shining girls” are the luckiest alive—until they
begin to fall mysteriously ill.
The factories that once offered golden opportunities
are now ignoring all claims of the gruesome side
effects. And as the fatal poison of the radium takes
hold, the brave shining girls find themselves embroiled
in one of the biggest scandals of America’s early 20th
century, and in a groundbreaking battle for workers’
rights that will echo for centuries to come.

The Library is celebrating its 125th Anniversary this year! Commemorative activities will be held throughout
2021. The COVID-19 pandemic has added a unique challenge to planning safe festivities. To get things
rolling, lets review the history of the Library and set the stage as we prepare for the next 125 years!
History of the Morton-James Public Library:
Due to conflicting reports it is difficult to discern just when and where the first literary
association was formed in Nebraska City. The Young Men’s Literary Association was
organized in November of 1867 and the following year consolidated with the Nebraska City
Mercantile Library Association.
In 1869, fourteen pioneer women formed the Round Table Club. In the summer of 1881 the
women took possession of the library of the Young Men’s Literary Association. This
woman’s group was incorporated in 1882 as the Ladies Library Association and they started
to raise money for a library.
At this time J.W. Steinhart, a cashier of the Otoe County Bank, had an opportunity to visit
with Joy Morton, son of J. Sterling Morton, in his Chicago office. Mr. Steinhart told Mr.
Morton about the struggles the women in Nebraska City were having in getting a library
started. Mr. Morton proposed to Mr. Steinhart that if he could dispose of an old building
located on Central Avenue across from the old hotel, he could use the money to start a library fund. Mr. Steinhart had
no luck in selling the property. Mr. Morton responded by offering to build a suitable building for his hometown if they
would furnish and grade a city lot, and equip the building.
The public responded to the challenge by raising $1,450 to obtain the lotand-a-half that the building now stands on, and $1,500 for the equipment
and fixtures. Since that time in 1896, many changes have occurred in our
city and in our Library. The additional 3-floor stack room to the south was
also a gift of the original donor, Joy Morton, in 1932.
In 1970, the name of the Library officially became the Morton-James Public
Library to honor the original donor Joy Morton as well as Vantine James,
who served as a library board member for 38 years. In 1975, the Strawberry Patch or Children’s Library was built by digging out the lower level under
the north side of the library.
A 1.59 million dollar addition,
started in 2000 and completed in
2002, expanded the library from the east and south sides, and nearly
doubled the size of the library. The main entrance was moved from the
north to the south for handicapped accessibility and a new elevator was
installed. Improvements included a new computer lab, a larger children’s
department, a large adult non-fiction area, and an art gallery/meeting room.
The money for the expansion was raised through donations, community
groups, and grants. Much care was taken to ensure the original
architectural design was left intact. The Library is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.
In 2008, the computer lab was moved to the main level. The Grace Moller Technology Center currently provides
6 public computers with Internet access. Over the past 10 years the demand for public computers has decreased but
the need for free Wi-Fi has increased due to the affordability of personal handheld devices. The Library currently
provides free Wi-Fi to the public 24/7.
A used book room was added on the lower level in 2010. The Library does not charge for used books but does
suggest a freewill donation. The public is invited to both browse the used books or make donations of books they no
longer want to keep in their private libraries. The demand for public meeting rooms lead to the development of two
additional spaces to accommodate smaller groups needing a place to gather.
Over the years the Library has adapted to serve the community as needs and technology have developed. A
Library is so much more than just books! Currently, the trend toward digital technology has brought the
Library into patrons’ homes and offices. Where will the Library be in the future? We believe it will be a vital
part of the community serving in a capacity that no one can even predict!

Check out why Parents love Kanopy Kids:
Educational Content: Kanopy Kids offers a diverse
selection of educational and entertaining movies,
tv series, animated storybooks, live action, and
more.
Peace of Mind: In Kids Mode, your child will only
have access to child appropriate content through
strict parental controls.
No limits: Your child can stream their favorite titles
again and again without using any of your play
credits while in Kids Mode.

Be a 2021 Morton-James Public Library Sponsor!
Annual sponsor donations will be used to fund Summer Programs for children and teens, special
adult programs and educational exhibits. Fill out the form below and return it to the library with your
donation. Your support of the library is always appreciated!
Morton-James Public Library Annual Sponsor Form
Annual sponsor donations will be used to fund Summer Programs for children and teens, special adult programs and
educational exhibits. Thank you for supporting your library!

$10 Novel
$20 Notable
$25 Classic
$50 Best Seller
$100 Award Winning
OR
$500 Lifetime Gift

Name______________________________________________________
Address _________________________ Phone ____________________
City ___________________________ State ______ Zip _____________
E-mail Address _____________________________________________
Remit Check To: The Morton-James Public Library - 923 1st Corso
Nebraska City, NE 68410

Individual gifts of more than $500 will be recognized with a plaque
on the donor wall located in the Grace Moller Technology Center.
2021 Morton-James Public Library Sponsors
Lifetime Sponsors:

Lifetime Sponsors:

2021 Annual Sponsors:

2021 Annual Sponsors:

Nancy Baragary
Jim & Mary Callen
Carol & Tim Crook
Tim & Linda Engel
Ruth McMaster

In Memory of Karen Tilson

Roger & Cheryl Hill
Mary Jane Kellogg
Jacquelyn Kraenow
Judy & Mitch Krenk
Jerry & Suzi Martin
Dan & Susan Miyoshi

Karen Moody
Heidi & Britt Rosane
Sandy & Dave Silcox
John & Teresa Schlorholtz
Todd & Theresa Smith
Claudette Wielechowski

2021 Annual Sponsors:
Nichi & John Barton
Mary Causgrove
Sharon Hersemann

Ancestry Library Edition
remote access ends soon!
Library card holders can access Ancestry
Library Edition for free from home until
March 31, 2021 by logging in through the
Morton-James Public Library catalog!

Library Email Updates
The Library will be sending out regular email
updates. You can sign up for this service by
going to the Library website home page:
https://morton-jamespubliclibrary.com and
click on the following link:

Go to our online catalog:
https://mortonjames.biblionix.com/catalog/
Sign into your account in the upper right hand corner of the
catalog. Your username is you Library card number–just the
number no letters. Your password is your phone number that is on
your Library account with no spaces or dashes. Once you are
logged in you can scroll down on the catalog web page and click
on the Ancestry icon.

Don’t wait to take advantage of this opportunity. Join the
thousands of genealogists researching family history and
discover your history!

NOTE: Your personal information will not be
sold to third parties and we will not inundate
your email.

Basic Federal Tax Forms
The Library has basic federal tax forms available for pick up in the south lobby.

AARP Contact Free Tax Assistance
There will be no AARP tax assistance at the Library this year. AARP tax assistance will be
Contact Free. There will be no in-person taxpayer/volunteer interaction. All contact between
the Taxpayer and volunteers is accomplished using email, phone calls using the Google
Meet “add people” feature, or Google Meet video conference.
The Contact-Free (contactless) model requires the taxpayer have access to document scanning tools, email, an
internet connection, and the ability to participate in a Google Meet video conference. The taxpayer scans/digitizes
their documents (including photo IDs, Social Security cards, completed Intake Booklet, etc.) and sends them to a
secure site (address sent to taxpayer after initial interview). Upon receipt, taxpayer’s scanned files are immediately
transferred to secure Cloud storage and are then made available to the minimum number of volunteers needed to
prepare a complete and accurate return.
The return is prepared and quality reviewed. The taxpayer then receives an email containing a link to a folder
containing their preliminary return, along with instructions on how to access the return. A counselor then calls the
taxpayer, using the Google Meet “add people” feature, to review the return. The taxpayer is instructed to return to
the intake site on the date/time scheduled for their follow up appointment to sign the 8879 and receive a copy of their
final return.
To make an appointment, please call: Bellevue / Nebraska City 402-590-8140
Taxpayers can also log into AARP.org and submit a request for tax assistance at:
www.aarp.org/money/taxes/info-2020/get-free-tax-filing-help.html

MORTON-JAMES
PUBLIC LIBRARY
923 1st CORSO
NEBRASKA CITY, NE 68410
Phone: 402-873-5609
Email: mortonjameslibrary@gmail.com
Website address:
www.morton-jamespubliclibrary.com
facebook.com/mortonjameslibrary

On April 6, 2021
Lynda.com will
be down for
roughly 24
hours for an
update to their
new platform.

Library Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 am to 6:00 pm
Friday
9:00 am to 5:00 pm

